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Introduction

Overview

In Pennsylvania, young adults are registering
and turning out to vote at 56% the rate of their
older counterparts (US Census, 2022). While
the entire state is struggling to register more
young voters, this report specifically focuses
on high school students in the state’s two
largest cities, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. Of
all eligible 18-year-olds in January 2022, only
15.2% in the School District of Philadelphia
(SDP) and 14.5% in the Pittsburgh Public School
District (PPS) were registered to vote (The
Civics Center, 2022).

~20,400

students
in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh

are eligible to vote
by graduation

High schools themselves can serve as an
incredibly effective location to register, turn
out and instill a culture of civic engagement
in these students. Through a systematic review
of 191 public, private and charter schools in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, we found that a
minority (42%) of schools have a voting non-
profit present in their schools. Additionally,
only 40% of schools have a staff contact for

voter registration programs. Further, among the
schools that have civic engagement resources,
the vast majority exclude parents, with only 7%
of schools in total including parents in their
efforts. Lastly, 23% of schools across the two
cities were designated as polling places.

This report is separated into four parts:

Methodology goes over the policies and
procedures undertaken to compile this report.
It includes the number of schools contacted
and how our data anlysis and estimates were
calculated.

Part One details the number of students
eligible to vote in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

Part Two presents a general overview
of the civic engagement opportunities present
in the schools in each of the two cities: 2a
covering Philadelphia, 2b covering Pittsburgh,
and 2c detailing the types of non-profit
involvement.

Part Three displays the schools that serve
as polling locations, the number of teachers as
voting advocates, and parent civic engagement
by schools in both Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

Part Four highlights specific methods
that the State of Pennsylvania and various
school districts have implemented.

Additionally, we attach an appendix that lists
all of the schools in Philadelphia and Pittsburgh
along with our findings on enrollment, eligible
students, non-profit partners, staff contacts,
parent civic engagement efforts, types of non-
profit involvement, and whether the school is a
polling place.
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Introduction

Methodology

To come to our conclusions, we first calculated the
number of eligible students at each school by the
general and primary election dates.

To estimate the number of eligible students to vote, we
calculated birthday frequencies through a representative
sample of birthdays published by FiveThirtyEight, linked
in the appendix. We then found the number of 12th
graders for each school through enrollment data from
the PA Department of Education. Next, we multiplied
each school’s data by the proportions we calculated.
By applying the date of the average Pennsylvania April
primary and November general election, we calculated
rough estimates of how many eligible students are
present in schools.

Our team conducted a rigorous process of contacting
high schools and soliciting review and support from non-
profits active in Pennsylvania. From that we created a
database of involvement tracking 6 factors relating to
civic engagement. Using data analytics software, we
then drew the conclusions found in the Overview and
detailed in the rest of the report.

We determined how extensive schools’ civic engagement
efforts were by examining their partnerships with voting
non-profits, the accessibility of voting resources, and

the extent of staff involvement in voter registration
programming. We also analyzed other variables
including: whether the school is a polling location, what,
if any, civic engagement efforts extend to parents, and
how involved present non-profits are.

For future development, we recommend developing a
thorough scorecard with schools using more private data
for a complete view of civic engagement at a school.

191
searched and logged

b1 called

connected with
and surveyed

Data sourced from

PA Department of
Education, and
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Voting Eligibility

Part One

High School Student
Election Eligibility

We calculated the average percentage of 12th
graders eligible to vote in any US high school

before the November general election to be 40 high schools, 151 high schools,
20.1%, and the percentage eligible before the public and private, public and private,
May primary election to be 65.0%. Both the are active in are active in
primary and general elections occur during a Pittsburgh' Philadelphia!

standard school year.

3,080 eligible
for 2024 general
election

9,960 eligible for

Philadelphia  19-300 12th 2025 primaries

graders

iy

? 1,000 eligible
for 2024 genera

0 —>  ¢lection
3,260 eligible for
9,100 12th 2025 primaries
graders

Pittshurgh
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Philadelphia Analysis

83
schools

Of the 151 high schools in Philadelphia, less than half publicized any external civic
engagement non-profit partners. Of the partnerships that exist, almost all are
active in public schools.

- No Non-Profit Partner

Yes Non-Profit Partner

Note: There are 5 schools (included in the “No/Yes Non-
Profit Partner” section) that do not have NGO partners
but disseminated information themselves through various
methods, like social media or newsletters. Many schools
also have political (Young Democrats/Young Republican)
clubs.

45% of schools

MY SCHOOL VOTES

' . Committee of Seventy

1school 17 schools

A/V

mmc NEW

VOTE PEN r]SYLVANIA
_LEAGUEOF MA'I"I'E PROJECT
1school 1school 1school
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Pittshurgh Analysis

2 schools

MY SCHOOL VOTES

12 schools

Civic Nation provided
funding to PPS teachers
for them to start student-
led clubs with the focus of
voter registration.

{{f 'S 1=|¢§EE

The vast majority of schools (85%) with non-profit partners are in the Pittsburgh Public
School District (PPS).

d

No Non-Profit Partner

Yes Non-Profit Partner

Note: Almost half of the Pittsburgh Public School
schools (Pittsburgh Creative and Performing Arts,
Milliones, Obama, Science and Technology, and
Westinghouse) are é6th grade to 12th grade while
the rest are traditional 9th grade to 12th grade.
The grade 6 to 12 schools offer opportunities to
reach students for longer.

33% of schools

When We All Vote and Student Voices Advisory Council

Pittsburgh Public Schools run a
unified voter registration program
through their district-wide
Student Voices Advisory
Council. The council
provides resources
from Civic Nation
on their website
for all students to

¢===:'ﬁi ' view (Pittsburgh
?‘9% Public Schools,
2022).
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One concern of this initiative

is the mixed success across

the district. While Pittsburgh
Obama and Pittsburgh Creative
and Performing Arts have seen
dramatic results due to their
advertising of the program (100%
and 95% registered, respectively),
other schools are not as
successful.



Types of Involvement

We categorized each non-profit’s involvement into two different
categories for each school. (School specific involvement can

be found in the appendix). Out of all schools, 5% have Type 1
involvement and 37% have Type 2 involvement.

Type 1signifies a more education based approach, through which
the non-profits provide the schools with civics curriculum and
educational resources.

Type 2 indicates direct involvement of the non-profit in voter
registration efforts. In these cases, the non-profit either connects
with teachers to establish staff contacts or recruits volunteers to aid
in the registration process.

This classification system is not a holistic evaluation of programs present or meant to compare efforts
made by non-profits. It also does not have longitudinal efficacy analysis included. These classifications
rather reflect the amount of direct support schools get from non-profits.

2

Both Cities Philadelphia Pittsburgh

YH PA Youth Vote, Mastery Voters, and My School Votes (in PGH) were
Yo T” NG oI ]RVAIEE  almost entirely coded as Type 2 involvement through their teacher

IE led initiatives. Other non-profits were generally found through their
resources being linked to on school websites or mentioned in a

} Mastery Schools newsletter sent out by schools.
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Polling and Parents

Part Three

Polling Places

Pittsburgh
75% of schools thg 2

t wer, i
places had non-p © poliing

rofit partners

compared to 30% of schools

10 Pittsburgh 34 Philadelphia schools that were not polling places

schools served as served as polling places
polling places

Note: Mainly PPS schools had

partners

Parent Involvement
As Dr. Mark Prancer notes in his

Only 7% of both paper The Influence of Parents,
PhilZdeT hia and Families, and Peers on Civic
F Engagement, parents influence

Pittsburgh schools

self-reported their children’s behavior through

inentl passing on cultural norms,
Zirspizn::{en Y . creating community, providing
spiay , support, and acting as a role
civically engaging .
2 model to possibly promote
parents. civic en
gagement (Prancer,
Staff Contact o
Of the 191 schools Most are social studies
in Philadelphia and teachers who helped
Pittsburgh, 77 (40%) have  publicize voter registration
specific staff members to their students and
identified as points sponsored registration
of contact for voting initiatives.

programs.
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Current Efforts

Part Four

Statewide Efforts

Every year, the Pennsylvania Departments
of State and Education present the
Governor's Civic Engagement Award to
schools with successful voter registration
efforts. Schools can earn the gold award
(85% of eligible students registered) or the
silver award (65%). Out of 190 schools in
both cities, only 13 received the gold award and 1received the silver award
in the 2022-2023 school year (PA Department of State, 2023).

District Efforts

PA Youth Vote Partnerships with School District of Philadelphia (SDP)
One of SDP's current civic engagement efforts is its partnership with PA
Youth Vote. Every high school is involved in this agreement, but not every
school is required to engage. This has led to huge disparities within the
district as schools such as Central High School have 93.73% of students
registered while some do not have voting programs at all (The Philadelphia
Citizen, 2022).

PA Youth Vote additionally runs a program with SDP where they give
resources and training to be “voter champions”. This program enlists
teachers on a voluntary basis to civically engage their students and is a
large driver of staff contacts present in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Rock the Vote

Rock the Vote maintains various online resources for educators to access
as well as voting information for the general public. One initiative that Rock
The Vote disseminates is their Democracy Class, an entire curriculum that
“promotes a practical understanding of how government works”. Teachers
can access, implement, and/or modify the curriculum to serve their civic
education needs. The prgram is in collaboration with numerous groups such
as CIRCLE at Tufts and Generation Citizen.

Rock the Vote also maintains shareable graphics and resources for the
general public that many schools distribute themselves. These resources are
commonly found online on blog posts by the school or placed in common
areas such as guidance counselor offices.
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Research conducted by the

RESEARCH NETWORK

1. While there are many types of schools present
in both cities, “alternative” schools such as those
for people struggling with substance use and
high schools for students over 18 were excluded
from analysis to make generalities and best

analyze the data.

Collin Wang is a student at the University of Pennsylvania
(Class of 2028) from Franklin Park, PA. He is prospectively
studying Philosophy, Political Science, and Economics.

https://www.thecivicscenter.org/
blog/2022/1/4 /low-youth-voter-registration-
rates-in-pennsylvania-ahead-of-2022-midterm-
elections

https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/youth-
voter-registration-compared-2018-especially-
key-battlegrounds

https://www.thedp.com/article/2022/02/
student-voter-registration-education-resolution-
philly-schools

Josephine Murphy and Olivia Zhang for assisting us
with data collection.

The Maryland Democracy Initiative  combines and
leverages the skills of its four core colleges and
Maryland's public, land-grant university. The Initiative’s
work  prioritizes best practices and innovations in

SPECIAL NOTES

2. Due to the private nature of school to family
contact and the lack of school responses, our
team searched newsletters and websites to
find any mention of voting in communications to
parents. There may be engagement hidden to the
public eye. Most did not even mention why they
would have the second Tuesday of November off.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Statistics.

SOURCES USED
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1xQ3IkISNDNYCqZ04wwA4bIFPjTZU_
XTZ7Ki20GQ34990/edit?usp=sharing

https://www.vote.pa.gov/Resources/Pages/
Governor's-Civic-Engagement-Award.aspx

https://www.philasd.org/face/

https://thephiladelphiacitizen.org/vote-register-
philly-schools/

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Jahnavi Rao and Prof. Hanmer for editing our
report and mentoring us through the project.

ABOUT MDI

3. The PA Department of education states that
there are about 2,071,000 students currently
enrolled in public and private high school in
PA. When you filter that into Pittsburgh and
Philadelphia there are about 20,500 and 65,500
students enrolled in high school respectively.
Using birth data from 538 and the Social Security
Administration we roughly approximated how
many students are eligible to vote. Although
there are 1.56 million people in Philly and 302,898
people in Pittsburgh, the education data shows
the student populations are much closer in size.

Anish Garimidi is a student at the University of
Pennsylvania (Class of 2027) from Wayne, PA. He is
studying Economics with minors in Data Science and

https:/ /www.pghschools.org/studentvoice

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-
series/demo /voting-and-registration/p20-586.
html (Table 4¢)

Pancer, S. Mark, ‘The Influence of Parents,
Families, and Peers on Civic Engagement’, The
Psychology of Citizenship and Civic Engagement
(2015; online edn, Oxford Academic, 18 Dec.
2014)

Sam Novey, Sonia Vargas, and the entire UMD
Maryland Democracy Initiative team for reviews
and edits.

helping grow people’s capacity for effective civic
engagement. In doing so, MDI meets people where they
are at all stages of life, with a continuing eye on where
technology and behavior are moving.

ABOUT NEW VOTERS RESEARCH NETWORK

The New Voters Research Network brings together
academics, youth-serving organizations and high school
students to empirically identify the best ways to increase the
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NVRN published four times since we began in March 2023.



MY,
A

APPENDIX - SCHOOLS

Philadelphia Schools

High Schools ' # 1 12th Grade 1 # Elighle 1 # Eligible 1 Non-Profit : Type | Staff Contact 1 Attempt 1 Polling

1 Stu- 1 Enrollment 1 Students 1 Students 1 1 1 . I to Civi- ! Place?

: dents : : (General) : (Primary) : Partners : Of : for Vo’rmg Pro- : cally |

1 1 1 1 1 1 In- 1 grams 1 Engage 1

A volve- ! por-

1 1 1 1 1 I ment ! pents?

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Northeast 3356 !756 179 1431 ! Committee of !2 'Yes - Principal !'No  !'TRUE
High School ! ! ! 170, PA Youth ! ' & some teach- ! !
- District ! ! ! ! ! Vote ! Lers ! !
Central High ! 2365 ! 577 160 1329 ' PA Youth Vote, !2 ' Yes - Social 'No  !'FALSE
School - Dis- 1 I I I 1 Central Voter 1 Studies Teach- 1 I
trict : : : : : Engagement : Ler : :

: : : : i Team is a club, : : :

| | | | ' Committee of ! | | |

1 1 1 1 170 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Abraham 12189 1373 ' 39 1213 !'PA Youth Vote !2 ! Yes 'No  !'TRUE
Lincoln High ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
School -Dis-} | : : : : : L
tict A T S T I
George 11713 1335 135 1191 ' PA Youth Vote !2 'Yes - Interna- !No ! FALSE
Washington ! ! ! ! ! ! ' tional Bac- ! !
High School : : : : : ' calaureate : :
- District | | | | | | | teacher | |
Olney High  '1192 310 132 1177 ' PA Youth Vote !2 ' Yes - social 'No  'TRUE
School - Dis- ! ! ! ! ! ! ! studies teacher ! !
Mot &b . .
Frank- 11295 1276 | 29 1157 'None : ' None 'No  'FALSE
lin Towne 1 1 | | | | | | |
Charter High : : : : : : : :
School - | : : : : : : : :
Charter 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Academy at !'178 1247 126 141 !'PA Youth Vote, !'2 ' Yes - social 'No  !TRUE
Palumbo - ! ! ! ! ' Committee of ! ! studies teacher ! !
District ! ! ! ! ! 70 ! ! ! !
YouthBuild 1218 1218 123 1124 'None : ' None 'No  'FALSE
Phi|ode|phio 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Charter : : : : : : : : :
School- 1111 . .
Charter 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
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