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This report presents results from a survey conducted by the University of Maryland’s Center for
Democracy and Civic Engagement (CDCE) and The Washington Post. The survey was fielded
January 24-28, 2025, and included 1,002 Marylanders randomly sampled from a voter
registration database with 63% reached by cell phone, 16% reached by landline, and 21% who
completed the survey online via a text message invitation. The toplines and details about the
methodology can be found here.

The focus of this report is on two new questions asked to assess support for the expanded use of
vote centers and a shift to a vote-by-mail system. As shown below, vote centers receive majority
support overall and across nearly all of the individual characteristics considered here. Support for
a vote-by-mail system is considerably weaker, never crossing 50% of registered Marylanders in
any of the groups considered.

The questions were designed by CDCE staff along with the polling team at The Washington
Post. A scan of existing questions revealed only a few about vote centers, none of which applied
to the current context. Given Maryland’s experience with vote centers for early voting, and an
expectation of a corresponding decrease in voting locations but with more staffing at each
location, we asked the question about vote centers as follows.

Currently, early voting sites in Maryland are open to any county registered voter. But
those voting on Election Day have to vote at their neighborhood voting location. Would
you support or oppose extending the same rules for early voting through Election Day, if
that meant a much smaller number of voting locations but with a larger staff at each
location? Do you (support/oppose) strongly or somewhat?


https://www.washingtonpost.com/tablet/2025/01/31/124-128-2025-washington-post-umd-poll-maryland-voters/

Of course, there are multiple ways to set up a vote-by-mail system. To capture the core features
of a shift from the status quo to a vote-by-mail system we asked the question as follows.

Would you support or oppose Maryland limiting in-person voting and instead conducting
elections by mailing all voters a ballot which they can mail back or drop off at a county
office or drop box. Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat?

Figure 1 shows the overall results. The top portion of Figure 1 reveals that nearly 60% of
Maryland registered voters support a shift to vote centers (26% supporting strongly, and 32%
supporting somewhat). A change to a vote-by-mail system (shown in the bottom portion of
Figure 1) gets support from over 30% of registered Marylanders (16% strongly, and 16%
somewhat). It is noteworthy that a plurality (43%) of registered Marylanders strongly oppose a
change to a mail voting system.

Figure 1. Support for a Change to Vote Centers and Voting-by-Mail in Maryland, January
2025 UMD-Washington Post Poll

Vote Center

Mail Voting

1
1
1
|
|

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B Support strongly ~ Support somewhat B Oppose somewhat [0 Oppose strongly ®m Don't know/Refused

While there is some variation by region, party, vote method in 2024, race and ethnicity, and age,
the overall conclusions generally hold across all key individual level characteristics. The results
are displayed in the appendix.



Appendix
L Support for a shift to vote centers by key characteristics

Figure Al. Support for a Change to Vote Centers by Region, January 2025 UMD-
Washington Post Poll

Central MD

Eastern Shore/Southern MD
Montgomery County

Prince George's County

Western MD

|||||
bl

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

M Support strongly  Support somewhat m Oppose somewhat 00 Oppose strongly m Don't Know

Figure A2. Support for a Change to Vote Centers by Party Registration, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A3. Support for a Change to Vote Centers by 2024 Vote Method, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A4. Support for a Change to Vote Centers by Race and Ethnicity, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A5. Support for a Change to Vote Centers by Age, January 2025 UMD-Washington
Post Poll
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IL. Support for a shift to a vote-by-mail system by key characteristics

Figure A6. Support for a Change to Voting-by-Mail by Region, January 2025 UMD-
Washington Post Poll

!
H

Baltimore City

Central MD

Eastern Shore/Southern MD

Montgomery County

Prince George's County

I

Western MD

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

W Support strongly = Support somewhat B Oppose somewhat [0 Oppose strongly B Don't Know



Figure A7. Support for a Change to Voting-by-Mail by Party Registration, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A8. Support for a Change to Voting-by-Mail by 2024 VVote Method, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A9. Support for a Change to Voting-by-Mail by Race and Ethnicity, January 2025
UMD-Washington Post Poll
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Figure A10. Support for a Change to Voting-by-Mail by Age, January 2025 UMD-
Washington Post Poll
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